PUBLIC SCHOOLS-----PUEBLA.

In England such offences are not taken up
by public prosecutors* and unless in a few
exceptional cases any private person may
institute a criminal prosecution. A salaried
director of public prosecutions, with very
limited powers, was appointed in 1879, but
in 1884 bis title and his functions were
transferred to the solicitor to the treasury,
who prosecutes on behalf of the state in cri-
minal cases of importance or difficulty, or
when special circumstances appear to him
to justify the step. In Scotland there are
practically no private prosecutions for cri-
minal offences. The Lord-advocate is ex
o$cio public prosecutor, and the whole ex-
pense of public prosecution is borne by the
public, criminal prosecutions being initiated
by the procurators-fiscal, who are officials
specially appointed for this purpose. (See
Procurator-focal.) In Ireland a system of
crown solicitors and crown agents has very
largely superseded prosecutions by private
persons,

Public Schools, the schools, especially the
elementary schools, established under any
national system of education; but in Eng-
land the term is often specifically applied to
certain important secondary schools or col-
leges, including Eton, Harrow, Winchester,
Bugby, Westminster, Si Paul's, Shrews-
bury, &c., known as 'the great public schools
of England.'

Public Stocks or Funds.   See funds.

Public Works Loan Commission, a body
in England authorized to lend the money
of the state for useful local purposes. Un-
less where special acts of parliament, such
as the public health and education acts,
leave them no option, the commissioners
judge for themselves of the sufficiency of
the security offered by the applicants for
loans, and whether the objects for which
they are asked are of adequate utility to
justify loans of public money.

Publius (more correctly POBLEJUS) Syms,
Latin writer, so called because a native of
Syria, was carried as a slave to Home about
the middle of the 1st century B.C. His
master gave him a good education, and
afterwards set Mm free. He excelled in
writing jRimi, or farces, which were inter-
spersed with moral sentences, and a collec-
tion of them was used by the Jtomans as a
school-book. A number of apothegms, not
all of them composed by him, have been
published as Publii Syri Sententise. One
of them, Judex damwtur cum nocens dbsol-
('the judge is condemned when the

guilty is acquitted5), has become famous
through being adopted as the motto, from
the first, of the Edinburgh Review.
Puccinia, a genus of fungi well known to
farmers under the name of mildew. The
rust or mildew of corn is the P. graminis.
Puccoon'.   Same as Mood-root.
Puck, a celebrated elf, the 'merry wan-
derer of the night,' whose character and
attributes are depicted in Shakspere's Mid-
summer Night's Dream, and who was also
known by the names of Robin GoodfeUow
and Friar Rush. He was the chief of the
domestic fairies, and many stories are told
of his nocturnal exploits.
Puckler-Muskau, HERMANN LUDWIG
HEINBIOH, PBINCE OF, German traveller
and author, was born in 1785. He served
in the Tuscan and Kussian armies, and after
the peace of 1815 devoted himself to litera-
ture, landscape-gardening, and travel One
of his works was translated into English by
Mrs. Austin as Tour in England, Ireland,
and Prance by a German Prince. Other
English translations of works by him are
Semflasso in Africa, 1837; A German Sketch-
Book(TuttiFrutti),1839; and Egypt under
Mehemed Ali, 1845. He died in 1871.
Pudding-berries, the berries of the Cana-
dian dogwood (Cornus cawdcnsin), common
throughout N. America,
Pudding-stone, or PLUM-PUDDING STONE,
a term now considered synonymous with
conglomerate, but originally applied to a
mass of flint pebbles cemented by a siliceous
paste. "When select specimens are cut and
polished they resemble a section of a plum-
pudding, and are used for ornamental pur-
poses.
Puddling Furnace.   See Iron.
Pud'sey, a town in the West Riding Of
Yorkshire, 6 miles west of Leeds. Woollen
and worsted manufactures are extensively
carried on, and there is also a large manu-
facture of boots and shoes. Pop. 13,444.
Pueb'la, in full LA PUEBLA DB LOS
ANGELES, the capital of a Mexican state of
the same name, situated on a plateau 76 miles
S.E. of Mexico. It has spacious streets and
solidly-built houses, the cathedral being a
magnificent structure. It contains a large
number of religious edifices, many of them
highly decorated. There are also several
colleges, a museum, and a theatre. It is one
of the chief seats of Mexican manufactur-
ing industry, and its chief products are cotton
and woollen goods, leather, glass, earthen-
ware, and soap. Puebla was built by the
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